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In the month of September, our volunteers gave  
over 500 hours   

of their time, talent, and skills  
 

Bringing our total volunteer hours so far this year to   
over 3,800 hours  

 
 
 

 
 



Could the "Year Without True Summer" Mean the Coldest and 
Snowiest Winter in Over Five Years from New York City to 
Washington, D.C.?  

According to AccuWeather.com's Chief Meteorologist and 
Expert Long Range Forecaster Joe Bastardi, cooler -than -normal 
weather this summer in the Northeast could point to a cold, snowy 
winter for the Northeast and Mid -Atlantic States. He says the heart 
of winter will be centered over the area from Boston to Washington, 
D.C.  

Our Chapter Volunteers bringing Mass Care in Times of Disasters 

When flooding hit Baltimore County on Friday Sept. 18th, with a torrent of water, 
reminiscent of Hurricane Isabel six years ago.  The Red Cross met many of the 
emergency needs of residents in the flooded areas with the support of the Southern 
Maryland Chapter and two local volunteers. 

 As the water gushed out of the broken main on the evening of September 18, families 
in Dundalk and Turner Station knew they had a resource to count on. Three Red Cross 
emergency response vehicles (one 
from Southern Maryland Chapter) 
crisscrossed the neighborhoods 
throughout the weekend. Tony and 
Linda Colantonio Southern 
Maryland Chapter volunteers from 
Waldorf knocked on doors, asked 
how they could help, offered clean-up 
supplies and helped served 4,000 hot 
meals. During the two day stay in 
Baltimore the Colantonioôs helped 
distribute meals, bottled water and 
clean ïup kits to the affected 
neighborhoods.  

 

We salute Linda and Tony for a Job Well Done!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Disaster Services  
September 2009  

 

 September was a busy month with the many activities of the Chapter but, 

luckily, the need for our local emergency services was limited.   

 September continued the decline in the number of calls for assistance from 

the previous month.  Our DAT volunteers continue to be vigilant with financial 

assistance while continuing to provide the quality assistance and ñsoftò support but 

on occasion there is a great need for assistance.  This month we had 2 single family 

fires, one involving a fatality in Charles and 1 in Calvert Counties.  Neither of 

these cases required financial assistance.  Many thanks to Larry Thomas for his 

quick response to the major house fire in Calvert and his extensive assistance and 

support to the disabled individuals involved.  For the year we have opened 65 

cases, 20 in Charles, 28 in Calvert, and 17 in St. Maryôs, involving 96 adults and 

52 children, with financial support of $13,063.   

 We need to ensure that we are prepared at all times to answer the call for 

assistance.  Such was the case on Friday, September 18
th
 after a long day at the 

Heinze Golf Tournament; we received a call for the deployment of ERV 1163 

early the following morning as part of a regional response to major flooding in 

Baltimore resulting from a large water main break.  With the immediate need for 

two qualified ERV operators to deploy with the unit, Linda and Tony Colantonio 

stepped up to help.  Although we initially understood that it was to only involve 

one day, Linda and Tony agreed to remain on the scene with the unit to continue 

helping with the distribution of meals, drinks, and clean-up kits.  After driving 

back following two intense days, they were understandably tired.  Well done, 

Linda and Tony! 

 DAT volunteers represented the Chapter, providing disaster preparedness 

information to the public for three days at the new COSTCO as part of their 

recognition of National Safety Week. 

 We are very glad to see that Bruce Gentile and Tony Colantonio have been 

recovering and look forward to their return to full service. 

 Through the generosity of the blanketeers of the Charles County Chapter of 

Project Linus, we have additional new, washable, handmade blankets to help 

comfort children in need of security.  Project Linus is a volunteer organization that 

serves children suffering serious illness or trauma through the provision of these 

special blankets as gifts of love and caring for them to keep as their own.  We are 

in the process of placing some of these blankets on each of our response vehicles to 

assist any future child clients under age 18. 



 During an emergency response there are many different jobs that need to be 

accomplished.  One of the key jobs is that of ARC Government Liaison.  The 

Government Liaison represents the Chapter at the local County Emergency 

Operations Center (EOC) and coordinates the Red Cross response to the local 

incidents, working closely with the Chapter Headquarters.  Individuals serving in 

this capacity are required to have specialized training and experience along with 

their knowledge of ARC operations.   We are currently building a cadre of 

individuals who would be able to help us meet our need for qualified Liaisons to 

the various local government emergency management centers.  We have had a 

good response to the e-mail call for volunteers thus far.  If you are interested in 

being part of this group, please let Bunky and me know.  We have been working 

with Central Maryland to arrange for the ARC Government Liaison class to be 

conducted locally.  Individuals participating in this program will also be required 

to complete the following FEMA independent study courses: 

 IS-100 Introduction to the Incident Command System (ICS) 

 IS-200 Basic Incident Command System (ICS) 

 IS-700 National Incident Management System (NIMS) 

 IS-800 National Response Plan (NRP) 

 IS 300 & IS 400 ï Advanced NIMS operations (currently classroom only) 

Speaking of projects, we need someone from each of our counties who will be 

willing to work on the update our hotel agreements.  These agreements form the 

basis of our resource list used by our DAT responders to provide temporary 

sheltering to victims of disaster.  This task would involve contacting the 

management staff of all local hotels to arrange lodging rates as well as the 

execution of the annual agreement.  

As we rapidly move towards the peak of this yearôs storm and hurricane 

season, you will want to make sure that you have your personal emergency 

preparations completed.  You want to make sure that your family is prepared for 

any emergency by making a plan, building your family disaster kit, and ensuring 

everyone is trained in CPR and First Aid.  If you need any assistance, donôt 

hesitate to contact your Chapter. 

 

 

     Do U Do DAT? 

     Gregory Jones 

 
 

 
 



 
Do you know YouTube     ????????????  

 
We are looking for someone to help us  with Social Media 
Support.  Please contact BobG@SOMDRedCross.org  or  

888 -276 -2767  
 
 
 
 

You Can Make A Difference In The Lives Of 

Youth In Southern Maryland!  
Your help is needed!éWe are looking for four Adult Lea dersé. 

Call the Red Cross of Southern Maryland and tell of your interest in 

giving leadership to the Red Cross Venturing Crew.  
 

Mentors are needed to give leadership to a Red Cross Venturing Crew. Help and 

encourage youth as they become involved in their communities; learning 

emergency preparedness, all areas of first aid and disaster response as well as 

exposing them to new opportunitiesé 

 Venturing is a youth development program of the Boy Scouts of America for 

young men and women who are 14 (and have completed 8th grade) through 20 

years of age. Venturingôs purpose is to provide experiences to help young people 

mature and prepare them to become responsible and caring adults. Venturing is 

based on a unique and dynamic relationship between youth, adult leaders and 

organizations, such as the Red Cross of Southern Maryland. The result is a 

program of exciting and meaningful activities that helps youth pursue their special 

interest, grow & develop leadership skills and become good citizens. 

Call Bob Gretton, Vo lunteer Coordinator  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

mailto:BobG@SOMDRedCross.org


 

The Heinze Golf Classic was again a great success 

We would like to thank the following for all their hard workéé. 

 

10
th
 Annual F. George Heinze III Golf Classic & Dinner Volunteers 

 

Mary Ellen Heinze, Gretchen Heinze, Ralph Heinze, Mary Kayne Heinze, and  

the entire Heinze Family,  Karen Maddox, Vic Curtis, Zana Vance, Megan Moore,  

Danny Mayer, Earl Buffaloe, Nancy Gasparovic, Debbie May, Pat Schroeder, 

Jennifer Spedden, Mike Zabko, Charlene Zabko, Laura Alvarez, Shyrl Burchette, 

Tony & Linda Colantonio, Linda Curtis, Joey Curtis, Linda Fitzgerald, 

Pat Fleming, Alfise Francis, Connie Howell, Janet Innocenti, 

Paula Johnson, Krista Keyes, Mike & Marci Kubick, 

Ken LaCapria, Joe Lehan, Harry Liller, Ed May, Marge Mayer, 

Joe Meyer, Diane Murphy, Edith Myers, Merton Myers, 

Virginia Persinger, Patty Poffenbarger, Christine Spedden, 

Allen Stevenson, Michael Stevenson, Eiz Theobald, Don Wamsley, 

Diane Williams, and the young men and women of the 

United States Marines- Chemical-Biological Incident Response Force 

 
All we do to serve and educate the citizens of Southern 

Maryland comes from your donated dollars!  
 When disaster threatens or strikes, the Southern Maryland Chapter 

American Red Cross volunteers are there.    

 From first aid, CPR and AED training to swimming and lifeguarding, 

American Red Cross programs help people lead safer and healthier lives.   

 The American Red Cross provides emergency communication between 

those in the Armed Forces and their families.   

 It is rare that an organization dedicated to respond to crises is faced with a 

crisis of its own.  Yet that is the situation we now find ourselves in.  The 

Southern Maryland Chapter faces a new challenge that we cannot meet 

without your help. 

 Your American Red Cross is not a government agency and not under the 

umbrella of the United Way; and receives no funding from the National 

American Red Cross. We depend on the voluntary contributions of our 

friends and neighbors in Southern Maryland to help us do our work.  Our 

operating fund enables us to deliver vital services and respond immediately to 

disaster victims, even for those disasters where donations are not likely to 

equal the cost of the services.   



You can help by making a financial gift to the American Red Cross.  

Donations can be mailed to your local Southern Maryland American Red 

Cross chapter, P.O. Box 507, La Plata, MD  20646.  Internet users can 

make secure online credit card donation by visiting, 

SouthernMaryland.Red Cross.org. 

 
 

ANNOUNCING THE WINNERS OF THE 10T H
 ANN UAL F. GEORGE 

H EINZE III  GOLF CLASSIC  

 

1st place team: Barry Aron , Steve Mote, Scott Bowling, Joe Wustner 

 

2nd Place Team: Danny Mayer, Mike Sprague, Bob Mitchell,  

                    Kirk Smith  

 

3rd Place Team: Mike Warfiel d, Matt Warfield , Jim Dement, 

                             Don Armstrong 

 

 

 

Be Red Cross Ready 
 

Influenza, also known as the flu, is a contagious respiratory disease caused by 

different strains of viruses. In the United States, there is a flu season that begins 

every fall and ends every spring. The type of flu people get during this season is 

called seasonal flu. Flu viruses spread from person to person when people who are 

infected cough or sneeze. Adults may be able to infect others 1 day before getting 

symptoms and as long as 5 days after getting sick. 

Know the Difference Seasonal FluðA contagious respiratory illness caused by 

influenza (flu) viruses occurring every year. It affects an average of 5 percent to 20 

percent of the U.S. population by causing mild to severe illness, and in some 

instances can lead to death.  EpidemicðThe rapid spread of a disease that affects 

some or many people in a community or region at the same time.  PandemicðAn 

outbreak of a disease that affects large numbers of people throughout the world and 

spreads rapidly.  

 

 



H1N1 Influenza (swine flu)ðH1N1 influenza is a respiratory disease of pigs 

caused by type A influenza viruses that cause regular outbreaks in pigs. People do 

not normally get H1N1 influenza, but human infections can and do happen. H1N1 

influenza viruses have been reported to spread from person-to person. Avian 

InfluenzaðCommonly known as bird flu, this strain of influenza virus is naturally 

occurring in birds. Wild birds can carry the virus and may not get sick from it; 

however, domestic birds may become infected by the virus and often die from it. 

 

Always practice good health habits to maintain your bodyôs resistance to infection. 

Eat a balanced diet.Å Drink plenty of fluids.Å Exercise daily. 

Manage stress.Å Get enough rest and sleep. 

Take these common sense steps to stop the spread of germs: 

 

Do you still have a clunker? 

The Government might not want it, but we do! 

Does not matter if it runs or noté.Car, Truck, Boat, Plane 
Our program is simple ...  Avoid the hassle and expense of selling and the dangers of 

dealing with strangers in your home. Just donate your vehicle to the American Red Cross.. 

It's Easy ! FREE pickup at your home or office ! You pocket the tax savings ! 

Call or e-mail us for details toll free hot line  888-276-2767 

 

 

We have several volunteer opportunities for volunteers to help at 

weekend events in Oct & Nov to hand out Red Cross material 
 

 On Oct 10th   form 10:00am to 3:30pm, Health and Safety Fair being held at          

27 Industrial Park Drive, Waldorf, MD 

 Oct 16   from  9a to 3p Community Disaster Preparedness Fair 

                    Lexington Park Library 

 October 24    10:00AM to 2:00PM 

The Department of Recreation and Parks presents 

           Fall Family Fitness Festival 

                                        Leonard Hall Recreation Center 

 Sat. Nov. 14  from   9:00 ï 3:00   

                    Preparing for a Disaster, Good Samaritan Church, Waldorf 

 Nov 21.   

                   Homeless walk      La Plata 

Please contact Bob at 888-276-2767  or BobG@SOMDRedCross.org   

mailto:BobG@SOMDRedCross.org


In the Aug. Newsletter we ran an ñAre You Ready?ò test. 

Following are the correct answers.  

1.  Do you have a disaster kit with emergency supplies such as 
food, water, and medicine stored in a safe, accessible 
locati on in your home?  

 A disaster kit can help keep you and your family safe during a disaster. 

 Supplies such as food, water, flashlights, and medical supplies should be kept 

in an easily reached place in your home. 

 

 
2.  Does your family have emergency communicat ion plans, 

including an out -of -state contact?  
During a disaster, local phone service lines can often be damaged or busy, and 

roads may be unavailable.  An out-of-state contact can serve as a safe anchor 

for your family, and can help you stay in contact. 

 

3.  How often should you be CPR certified?  
Once a year    Emergency medical response remains a developing field to this 

day, and new innovations and techniques in lifesaving are developed every 

year.  In order to stay fresh and trained, the American Red Cross recommends 

yearly certification in CPR and AED skills. 

 

4.  Have your family and workplace participated in practice drills 
simulating an escape from a disaster situation?  

During a disaster can be a hectic and dangerous time to try an escape route or 

meeting place for the first time.  Your family and workplace should practice 

these activities to familiarize them in the event of a real disaster. 

 
5.  Your disaster kit should contain food and water for this many 

days:  
3-5 A kit should contain enough food and water to support you and your family 

for three to five days, enough to ensure that even if it takes a while for disaster 

response teams to come to your aid, your family will remain fed and hydrated. 

 



6.  Does your family have an established meeting place to 
reunite in t he event of separation or evacuation during a 
disaster?  

Meeting places are vital, and can mean the difference between life and death. 

 Your family should have a predetermined safe location near your home and 

practice routes to get there in the event of a disaster. 

 
7.  Which of the following items is unnecessary for your 

vehicle's disaster kit?  
[ x ] Board Games  [  ] Flashlight  [  ] Water  [  ] Food  

Board games   While some entertainment options are always a good idea to 

pack in a disaster kit, some essentials are always required, including food, 

water and a flashlight. 

 

8.  Which of the following items for your pets is important when 
preparing a disaster kit for your home?  

       [  ] Food and Water  [  ] Toys  [  ] Medication  [ x ] All of These 
All   Preparing for your pets during a disaster is very important.  Food and 

water can keep them safe, and since disasters can be a stressful time for 

animals, favorite toys or treats can help keep them calm. 

 
9.  Do you have the phone numbers of your family and 

workplace, in addition to local emergency numbers written 
down and carried with you?  

If the power goes out during a disaster, your cell phone will have limited 

charge time left.  In addition, cell phone reception is often affected by disasters. 

 Prepare for this by having phone numbers written down where you can access 

them in any situation. 

 

 
10.  Who should be your emergency contact?  

              [ x ] An out of state relative  [  ] Your best friend in town  
             [  ] Your Boss                    [  ] The Police  

Out of state  Out of state contacts can be the one of the best decisions you and 

your family make when preparing for a disaster.  If separated from local 

relatives, an out of state contact can maintain the lines of communication for 

you. 

 



11.  Who supplies the fu nding so the Chapter can serve and 
educate the people of  Southern Maryland?  
    [  ]  The County   [  ] The Federal Govt.  [  ] United Way  [  x]  You 

YOU !!!!!!!!!!!  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting October 1, 2009, McKAYS $60,000 Community Rewards 

Giveaway is back! 

This exciting program allows local non-profit groups the opportunity to 

earn a share of our $60,000 Giveaway based on Gold Card purchases 

credited to them. The more Gold Card shoppers spend, the higher the 

groupôs share of the $60,000 Giveaway! 
Support the C hapter by signing up for the program and using your Gold Card 

every time you shop, it's that easy!  

Not Registered Yet?  
Go to www.mycommunityrewards.com and select McKAYS to 

register your Gold Card. 

 

Representing the Chapter 
 

When volunteering at an event, you are the face of the Red Cross and the Southern 

Maryland Chapter.  To maintain the overall credibility of the Chapter and display a 

sense of confidence to the public, please remember the following: Consumption 

of alcohol and drugs are not allowed.  No Shorts/T-Shirts/Tank-Tops * 

Slippers/Flip Flops* Any clothing that is inappropriately ñrevealingò 

***************************************************  
 

 



We would like to thank these fine people for supporting the  
10

T H
 A NNUAL F. GEORGE H EINZE III  GOLF CLASSI C  

~ AUCTION &  DINNER ~ 

*********************************  

 
 

 

        
Bunky                                    Blondi  

 

Featuring Bunky the Clown, Voted  

Clowns of America International Clown of the Year, 2009 

And his sidekick Blondi 
Southern Marylandôs First Family of Clowns. 

 

Comedy Magic Show, Animal Balloons, Face Painting, Walk-Around. 

Bunkytclown@comcast.net 

 

mailto:Bunkytclown@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


